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Foreword

Each chapter in this book contains the substance of a lecture delivered in the course of my work as a teacher of Divine Science and metaphysics. My purpose in assembling this material and giving it its present form is to make available to the reader, in brief chapters, the instruction and the inspirational values of the lectures upon which they are based.

A word of explanation is due to the reader who may be unfamiliar with some of the terms employed. God and Principle are synonymous, and refer to the impersonal Cause of all things. “Father” is used to denote the universal Source of all individual life forms, but when so used in this book, it is not to be confused with the idea of a personal God. The Father of all things is not a person, but Principle. When the word is capitalized and used to indicate the incarnation of the universal Father in the individual human, a different meaning is involved. It means then what Jesus referred to when he spoke, as he so often did, of “The Father that dwelleth in me.” But he more often used the term “Son of God” and occasionally “Son of man.” Hence, whenever the terms Indwelling Father, Master Within, Christ Mind, Soul, the [9] I Am, the greater Self, Son of God, are used in this book, the reference is to the immortal Self of the individual.

In this connection it is well for the reader to understand that such psychological terms as subjective mind, subconscious mind, and subliminal mind, all refer to the same Plus-Entity in man that I have mentioned in the above paragraph. In psychology this principle of subjectivity is regarded as creatively active in maintaining the vital functions of the body; the force back of intuition, habit, dreams, and other modes of mental action involving super-normal powers. If the reader will keep in mind these terms and their definitions, he will encounter no difficulty in perceiving the scientific basis of the instruction, and if the Law herein expounded is put into practice, he will be able to improve the conditions of his life.

I give with the book my treatment for the reader, that he may, as a result of his study, realize the presence and power of the Master-Self within him. That realization leads to success, health, and happiness. In the Name of the Master withing you, you shall be able to live the life and do the works of the Son of God.

DOES MANKIND NEED A NEW RELIGION?

“Oh, that I knew where I might find Him!

Then He would guide me aright.

He leaveth countless steps behind Him

Yet passeth out of sight.”

[11] The eternal quest of man is to find God. Religions change and evolve as man’s knowledge of the universe expands. When a religion fails to meet the human need; when the human mind outgrows any system of religious thought and practice, that religion begins to decline, and ultimately dies and is forgotten. Thousands of religions, cults, and sects, have thus come and gone in the course of human history, and doubtless other thousands before the dawn of history.

Wherever this has occurred, a new religion has sprung up to take the place of the old. And yet, something of the abandoned religion has been carried on into the new faith. So that an absolutely new and original religion is as impossible as a new science.

Modern science grew out of ancient magic and alchemy.

The Hebrew religion drew upon a body of laws and teachings that were very ancient when Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt. [12] The very name--Israel--is a compound of the names of ancient Egyptian gods. Christianity grew out of the religion of the Jews. Protestantism sprang from Roman Catholicism. Christian Science, to give a more modern instance, was born of Christianity.

The new religion which is now coming into the world is not and cannot be an original system of knowledge of God. It has its roots in the ancient faiths. It will grow into a distinct type of religious thought and practice, but some of the old terms and ideas will follow through. For the old faiths have in them certain truths, and all truth is universal, the property of any person or organized body of people who can perceive and use it. One fact is becoming increasingly evident: mighty forces are at work today to change man’s thought about God.

Millions of men and women, in this country and throughout the world, are awake to the need of a new religion. They are thinking as never before, and the tide of emotion in these inarticulate masses is rising upon the farthest shores of human life. Everyone who is at all sensitive to mass thought and feeling is aware of the sinister swish of this emtional sea. All are touched in some degree by its power.

[13] A new kind of hunger is gnawing at the vitals of mankind--spiritual hunger. Its effect upon mankind is more impressive than marching legions. Spiritual hunger works more slowly, yet its effects are far more powerful and significant than physical hunger. This new force is shaking the foundations, not only of religions but of all the institutions of modern civilization. And the essential cause back of these fateful changes is the spiritual hunger of humanity.

If the craving for spiritual food is denied, reckless disregard of human life and human rights will increase. The old religions have failed to satisfy the spiritual needs of the modern man. The old moral and ethical ideals are toppling because of the crumbling of the foundations of the ancient religions. Those foundations were constructed out of materials incapable of withstanding the impact of modern scientific thought.

The present civilization is doomed unless a new and vital spiritual force comes to replace the weakened and discredited religions that were originally imported into the Western World from the Orient. The most superficial survey of the history of the world, at this time of and immediately preceding the advent of [14] Jesus and the birth of Christianity, discloses the fact that humanity is in greater need of a Messiah today than then.

The hope, so long cherished by Christendom, that Jesus would come again in the clouds of glory to redeem mankind from its sorrows and miseries, is dead. Not one person in ten thousand has the slightest faith that such an event will ever occur. And even if it should, Jesus would find the same warring, greedy and selfish humanity to deal with that he faced nearly two thousand years ago. And the primary reason he would find an unchanged humanity is that the religions that were organized around his name and his message left out of their creeds and doctrines the spirit of his teachings.

The old forms and rituals, dogmas and doctrines, which he denounced and renounced, were incorporated in the new religion called Christianity. There was no definite break from tradition. New traditions were added; new rituals invented; a new type of priestly authority was formed. But the old spirit of intolerance and hatred, and the insolence of intrenched power, still ruled the spiritual lives of the people. That is why the old religion must go. That is why we need a new religion.

[15] “Man cannot live by bread alone.” He must have spiritual food or die. The great question now being asked by a spiritually hungry world is, “What is the bread of life?” We ask for food and are given the stones of tradition. We cry for justice, and are referred to outgrown and discredited dogmas and creeds. Our faith in the gods of tradition is broken. War, poverty, and injustice; crime, misery and cruelty, all stalk with unabated power through the world. It is apparent that the god of the old religion was either a myth or else he has failed and deserted us.

Our hearts crave for freedom and fulfillment of the larger possibilities of life. We feel deeply that the spiritual life should thrill us with its promise of the new heaven and the new earth. But we listen in vain for some word from the leadership of the old religions, that might light up our world; some instruction to help us to master the strange new environment which science and engineering has forced upon us.

Our feet are eager to follow a true spiritual light which shall lead us into a new world of love and brotherhood and cooperation and social justice. But the old religion provides us with neither light nor leadership; neither [16] spiritual food nor hope for freedom from the stark materialism which today rules the world. Is there no help for the widow’s son? No redemption for the spiritually and physically hungry millions of the earth?

Yes there is help. Mankind is seeing visions and dreaming dreams of a New Age. Implicit in these aspirations and hopes is the germ of the New Religion. The conception of that new Faith is already implanted in the human soul, and it is ready to come forth and satisfy the human need and the human longing.

Modern man, released by science from his prison of fear; no longer harassed by the spectre of hell; freed from the hypnotic spell of the belief in Satan, is moved by the impulse of a searching curiosity about religions. He is examining the foundations of the ancient faiths in the light of a new conception of the universe.

The myths and dogmas of the old theology no longer stir men to heated controversy. The ideas of a personal God and a personal Devil do not now arouse passionate hatreds and bitter antagonisms. A religious war is today unthinkable. What no one can prove about ancient revelations, and other old beliefs, no longer disturbs the mental atmosphere of the common people, and such dogmas have long been rejected [17] by the thinkers and lovers of truth. The time is ripe for the birth of a New Religion that will meet the spiritual and intellectual needs of the people of the New Age.

But traditions, especially those associated with religious beliefs, die slowly. It takes more than a pat on the wrist to break up the dynasty of religious authority, even when it is based upon such flimsy foundation as supernatural revelation that is supposed to have taken place thousands of years ago.

The only way to change human institutions is to change the human mind. This is being accomplished at the present time on a scale and with a rapidity never equalled in the annals of history. And the reason is to be found in the modern press, magazines, radio, and the wonderful facilities for communication and intercommunication provided by the postal service of the world. The World Soul is mightily at work. Humanity is awake and on the march to the new world of its dreams. No force shall be able to withstand the spiritual migration of these restless and heart-hungry millions.

To meet the spiritual needs of the soul of man, a new religion is not only necessary, but it is now in process of formation and articulation. [18] The Messiah of the modern world is not a single Personality. Thousands of men and women of vision are contributing to this great enterprise, which is undoubtedly the work of the Western World. The obscure symbolism of the Orient is unsuited to the Occidental mind. The New Religion, when formulated, will be based on Principle rather than the personality of any single Teacher.

With Principle for its basis, the New Religion will be scientific. It will teach men how to create a heaven here on earth. It will be a religion without fear, either of gods or devils. It will be a religion devoted to the ideals of social and industrial justice, rather than to “saving souls.” It will consist of a body of demonstrable mental and spiritual laws, based on Principle as the one Reality and Cause of all things.

The answer to the problems of human life and human destiny are here now, in the soul of man, and for the simple reason that the Universal Mind is in man. As all the religions of the past were evolved by the mind of man, so will it be with the New Religion. It is the task of man to search out the Wisdom of the Eternal, which is incarnate within his own being, [19] and express it in terms that fit his spiritual needs and aspirations.

The intelligence of man is sufficiently evolved to enable him to work out the problems involved in creating a new religion and a new and just social order.

The two major fields of human thought and interest--religion and science--should go hand in hand, religion becoming more scientific and science increasingly religious in its attitude toward the laws and forces of nature. It is the purpose of this book to show how this may be accomplished.

Even now, the greatest scientific minds in the world are looking beyond the frontiers of matter and energy, into the region of Life and Mind. The spiritual leaders who represent the organized religions show little or no evidence that they are interested in applying the principles of science and rational thought to religion. Nevertheless, there are many laymen and scientists giving thought and time to this great problem.

The late Charles P. Steinmetz, shortly before his death a few years ago, when interviewed with regard to what he considered would be the great discovery in the field [20] of human progress and scientific development, made the following statement:


  “The greatest discovery and development of the coming years will be along spiritual lines. Here is a force which history clearly teaches has been the greatest power in the development of man and history, and yet we have been merely playing with it and have never seriously studied it as we have physical forces. Some day people will learn that material things do not bring happiness and are of little use in making men and women creative and powerful. Then the scientists of the world will turn their laboratories over to the study of God and the spiritual forces. When this day comes, the world will see more advancement in one generation than it has in the past four.” 

The ideas and the instruction contained in this book are based upon the conception that mental and spiritual forces are governed by immutable laws, just as law governs natural forces and elements. When we understand these laws of the mental universe, we shall be able to use mental power scientifically, and with [23] the same degree of certainty that a physicist has in using the forces of nature.

Each chapter is a self-contained unit dealing with a special feature of the mental Law. There is, however, a continuity of theme, which embraces the principles, laws, and practices of the Divine or Spiritual Science.

The chapter on the Law of Subconscious Mind Power gives the key to this Science and to its practical use.

The chapters on Divine Science, and Mental Law and Personal Destiny, make clear the reasons for the individual’s responsibility for the use he makes of the impersonal law.

It is the hope of the author that those who have been confused by the multiplicity of systems and metaphysical terms that have emerged during the last twenty or thirty years, in which the metaphysical movement has gained such great momentum, will find in these lessons a unifying and convincing statement of the fundamental principles of the New Religion.

DIVINE SCIENCE

“That which fills all space cannot be limited to form, but contains all

forms within itself, and is the Source and Substance of all that exists.

This is why we define God as impersonal Principle

and not as personal Being.”

-- Fannie B. James.

[23] The word Science is defined as, “An exact and systematic statement of knowledge concerning some subject or group of subjects. Knowledge gained and verified by exact observation and correct thinking.” The word Divine means, “That which pertains to the nature of God.” Divine Science is therefore a systematic statement of knowledge of the nature of God, and man’s relationship to the Universe.

Divine Science is a religion. It is a new religion, because it undertakes to explain the relationship between man and the universe from the basis of Principle rather than personality. It rests on Law rather than special revelation.

Divine Science is scientific in spirit, purpose and method. Reasoning from the hypothesis that God is One, the Infinite and omnipresent Cause of all things, we affirm that everything that occurs or exists in the universe is natural, that is, has law back of it, and that this law-abiding nature of the universe applies to the powers of the human mind as well as to the motions of matter.

[24] Upon this broad basis of One Principle as Cause, Divine Science constructs its philosophy of life. It is more concerned with law than revelation; seeks to know causes, and works in the atmosphere of scientific research rather than that of supernaturalism.

While we accept without reservation the hypothesis of One Cause, One Principle--One God--we are confronted by the problem of diversity in unity, of personality in Principle. It is the work of accounting for this infinite variety of forms, persons, laws, experiences, and natural phenomena, which make of Divine Science an evolving, scientific religion. For the true scientist is never satisfied to stand still. He wants to know what lies beyond. The moment he ceases to study and think and investigate, that moment he ceases to be a scientist. He may be a good man, a good citizen, a good religionist, but he ceases to be a scientist.

This does not mean that the Divine Scientist is disturbed or anxious in his spiritual life. He knows that growth is the only evidence of mental and spiritual health; that his progress is the measure of his use of the spiritual Law. And in this he is happy, healthy, forward-looking.

Take our basis, that God is One and Omnipresent. [25] Yet we see that there is one force that we call life; another we name mind; another, that is everywhere around us, is matter, energy, motion. If you examine life, think of its various manifestations, you are impressed by the obvious fact that it all has one source. The life in a tree or in an animal originates in one Cause. Science has built up in its biological laboratories a wonderful and convincing proof of the unity of life. All life began, and begins, in the single cell. At first it was all alike. It ascended through evolutionary changes to complex forms, but it always begins in the cell, and is identical in its essential nature. The Source of life is One.

Consider mind--individual mind. It is in the amoeba, which exhibits mind action in its simplest form. Then, ascending through a vast range of increasingly complex organisms, it ultimates in man, in whom this intelligence extends over an enormous range of conscious and unconscious reactions.

You can carry further this analysis of all the effects you see in nature as having one Cause. Apply it to energy, matter, motion, power, vibration, thought--you will find you have to come to the same conclusion. Each type of phenomenon originates in one Cause which is identified in all its manifestations. The [26] degree of intelligence, for instance, does not affect its essential nature. It is still the action of mind--intelligence.

This brings us to the next point of primary importance in Divine Science. The originating Cause of all things is impersonal. The best way to make this clear is to examine the attributes of personality. Here are some of the elements of human personality: Will, Choice, Desire, Opinion, Discrimination, to name a few.

Will implies the ability to do one thing rather than another. The absolute power and perfection of Infinite Principle excludes will as an attribute. It can only do and be the Truth, which is immutable. So, instead of ascribing the personal attribute of will to the Infinite, we use the term Law. The will of God is Law, absolute and eternal.

Choice means distinguishing between two or more possible courses of action. Perfect Principle, Infinite Mind, could not choose, for that would mean the recognition of something not itself, a manifest possibility, since God is All.

Desire is a factor of personal consciousness, and we can desire one thing more than another. But we cannot imagine that which is All, desiring anything.

[27] Here then we have the key to a practical use of the Divine Science law. Principle cannot will to do one thing today and another thing tomorrow, but it does respond as Law to the action of the power of personal will in an individual. It cannot choose, but it does respond as Principle to the power of choice in the individual. And thus we could continue to analyze all the attributes of personality in relation to Principle.

This Omnipresent, Impersonal Principle is present in all creation. Its acitivity is always that of Law. See how it works in what we are pleased to call natural science. Consider the force of gravity, one phase of the infinite activity. It is impersonal. The personal factor is human intelligence which has learned how to specialize the universal force, and to use it in various ways by cooperating with its laws, turning it into mechanical energy, or electricity. The rain is impersonal and so are the wind, the soil, power, electricity, because they are all the action of impersonal Mind. But personal mind can use them, and specialize them to personal ends.

The same thing is also true of Universal Mind. It is the source of personal intelligence, but because it is universal, it must be impersonal. All personal mental action takes place [28] in this Universal Medium. Individual mind thinks; Universal Mind acts--as Law. That is, the action of the Law corresponds with the thought of the individual. If you say, “I desire to do this,” the Law cannot say “No, you must do something else.” In the language of Jesus “Thou hast committed all decision unto the son”--the personal mind, for the Infinite cannot decide to do one thing rather than another, since it is perfect Truth, and is All.

Thus the universe is both impersonal, as Principle, and personal as manifesting in individual forms. Man also is both impersonal and personal. That is, the conscious mind or spirit of man, the self, is personal. The soul, or unconscious mind, is impersonal and acts as Law. The Law of the universe is reproduced in man. As the soil [is] to the seed in nature, so is the impersonal mind in man to his thought, desire, will, choice.

The personal mind is always dealing with, always using, the impersonal Law. We specialize it to definite ends or purposes, and it responds in exact accord with our will and thought. Hence, back of your thought is the infinite power of the universe. Just as back of the stone you throw into the air is the infinite energy of gravitation, and back of your knowledge of mathematics is the infinite power [29] of numbers. You decide what Mind shall do for you. If you think poverty, that is your limited demand on Universal Mind. If you lift your consciousness to behold the infinite abundance, and live in the thought of creative activity and abundant supply, that will be the response of the Universal Mind. But the Law is exact and exacting. If your thought is wavering, doubtful, you impregnate the Creative Mind in you with that conception, and your doubt will manifest as failure. Faith is the dynamic action of positive knowledge cooperating with Law.

The One Principle has many attributes, but they are inherent in the one Cause. That is why nature is diversified. That is why there are degrees of intelligence, varieties of form, different modes of action. Divine Science does not deny matter, energy, space, time, motion. It accounts for them in terms of immutable law. It accepts natural science as one aspect of the Universal Science. One Cause with manifold effects. The One in all, and all in the One.

THE UNIVERSAL FATHER

Salutation to The Father

“Eternal Father of Lights, in whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning, we are thy Children, the Children of Light. We turn from the darkness of dogma, superstition, tradition, and the opinions of men, to the Truth revealed in the heavens, the Work of thy Fingers, and to Nature, the Scripture of Infinite Wisdom. In the Light of the Eternal revealed in Creation we see Light. We are grateful for the Lamp of Reason which thou hast lighted in our minds, and for the Law of Love which thou hast written in our hearts. We thank Thee for the Dawning Light of the New Age, which shineth more and more into the Perfect Day.”

[31] The human soul, in its religious life and desire for worship, will never be content with a purely metaphysical, abstract conception of God. While we recognize that such words as Principle, Cause, Infinite and Eternal Energy, Universal Spirit, and the like, are proper scientific names for Deity, and have their admitted value in modern religious thought, they do not, as a matter of fact, completely satisfy the longing of the human heart for a God who cares, and who can respond to our human need for compassionate understanding and personal communion. We cannot worship a principle; we cannot commune with a law; we cannot have a sense of companionship with energy.

We must, therefore, in working out a scientific system of religious thought and practice, account for the universal nature of God in terms that are universal; and for the personal nature of God in terms that are personal. And, since the Infinite is One and All, and therefore universal and, at the same time, finite and individual in the manifested creation, and therefore particular in the forms of nature, the solution of the problem is not impossible. That a perfect and final solution must rest with generations [32] to come we must admit. But we are making a start. What we do here and now will contribute to that perfected Science of the Soul, to be enjoyed by humanity in that blessed time when superstitions, that now bind mankind in prisons of darkness and fear, will be merely a part of the literature of the future describing the strange ideas of God that men once believed and held sacred.

The word universal, when applied to Deity, means the all-inclusive One, the Absolute Unity, the Omnipresent Principle of all things.

As the Principle of Life, it is the same in all living forms. As the Principle of Intelligence, it is the same in all minds. As the Principle of energy, it is the same in all motion. It is the Impersonal Source of all that is personal--the Infinite One.

The word Father, when applied to Deity, must refer to consciousness, love, purpose, creative intention. The word father, in our language, and in fact in all tongues, is not capable of mistranslation. It means the male principle of generation, one who begets. Like all words, it is of human origin, and is one of the oldest words in any and all languages. It is definitely related in the human mind to the act of begetting offspring, and the offspring is always related as child to the father, and like the father in form, appearance and nature.

[33] How natural that men, in their thinking about God, should come to regard Him as their own Father. It required a long time for this conception to reach maturity in all its implications of love and fellowship, but it grew alongside the other conception of God as a being of partialities, capable of hating some nations and loving others.

The old Hebrew tribal deity was a man of war, destroying the enemies of the Jews, and not a universal Father. Nevertheless, we see the idea growing in Hebrew literature. Where can we find a loftier sentiment than this of David’s: “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. He knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust,”--the frail creatures of time and circumstance. Not until that other great Jew, Jesus, gave to this conception its fuller meaning did mankind come to see that the Infinite Father is more willing and able to give good things unto his human offspring than man is to give good things to his own flesh and blood. And it was only through the greed and selfishness of a crafty priesthood, that this vision of infinite compassion and love was twisted into the awful creeds that defined God as an infinite, an inhuman being, who would consign some of his creatures to eternal torment because they [34] could not or would not believe certain creeds and worship in certain ways.

But although the idea of the Universal Father is a beautiful and in many ways satisfying ideal, it is very easily distorted into the image of a being with human limitations, with partiality and special favors to some who worship him, and discrimination against those who are wicked and irreligious. Jesus forever silenced that thought for those who study his teaching, when he pointed out the obvious fact that “He sendeth his rains on the unjust and the just alike.” So our thought of the Universal Father must be lifted to the plane of the impersonal Principle of all things. Our human terms are necessary to get any conception of God at all. It is man that calls God the Father, and so in a very large way attributes to the Infinite his own qualities, thoughts, desires and characteristics.

In this there is an element of truth. We are conscious, therefore consciousness must be an attribute of the Universal Father from whom we emerge. Man thinks, and by thinking, creates his world of experience. Hence God must think, and in so doing brings forth the creation. It is right that we should reason from man the effect, to God the Cause, as well as from Cause to effect. It is only in this [35] way that we can confirm our conclusions.

If we make statements about God that grow out of our human limitations, like attributing personality to the Deity, we deny in so doing the universal and impersonal nature of God as Principle. If we deny the attribute of consciousness, life, and intelligence which must inhere in the Universal Father, we become confused, for we ourselves possess these attributes and could only derive them from like attributes in our Source.

The Universal is Life, Mind, Spirit. How do we know? Because man expresses life, intelligence, spirit. How can we know God as Father? By realizing the Presence of the Universal One within ourselves. That is the only way we can know the Infinite at all, for our consciousness is the personal action of the Impersonal Principle of Being.

By reasoning in this way we come to see the wisdom of the teaching of Jesus, who found this Presence within himself and called it the “Father in me.” It is the Father in me that makes it possible for me to be the father of my children. The principle of generation that makes this possible is the same Principle which, on the universal plane, makes God the progenitor of worlds and all that is in them.

[36] If I wish to worship this Infinite Creator, I can find no place to contact Him except in my own soul. Here I can commune with and be conscious of life, love, intelligence, power. When I know that these elements of my being are the individual expression of the Infinite Father, and one with Him, I no longer have a feeling of detachment or separation. I can say with Jesus, “I and my Father are one.” This enables me to know my completeness in Him, and His completeness in me. I do not have to worship an external symbol through rituals and creeds. I have the essence of the Father within my own soul. And this means the power, love, life and wisdom of the Father. The Universal is no longer merely Principle to me, a cold impersonal God of Law, but intimate and dear as my Father. And in this conception I find that which satisfies my intellect, warms my heart with love for all things, and puts me in touch with the Soul of beauty and truth.

“MY FATHER’S HOUSE”

“In my Father’s house are many Mansions.”

-- Jesus.

[39] Possession begets interest. My business. My son. My car. My house. What belongs to me is significant.

We listen with mild attention to the description of another’s mansion. We attend with great enthusiasm when our own cottage is praised.

The phrase, “My Father’s House” is absolutely personal. So much so that the Man who first used it did so with such sublime power and comprehension born of original discovery, that humanity has never thus far been able to divorce its meaning from his personality. There has always been the feeling that the Universe and its many Mansions belonged to Jesus, and any use we should be permitted to make of them would be merely as tenants.

Of course this feeling has been sedulously cultivated through the ages, by a very large and enterprising group of gentlemen who claim to hold the Keys to the Mansion in the sky. This conception grew out of priestcraft and not out of Christ. It devitalized religion. It make of the spiritual life a vicarious process. It made of heaven an artificial resort, owned and operated [40] for the benefit of a privileged class of keepers of the Keys who exacted tribute from all who sought to enter the haven of rest. The whole thing was a monstrous invention of selfishness and greed and utterly remote from the spirit of the Nazarene.

Religion, when truly considered, is the most personal thing in the whole world. It connects the soul of the individual with the Soul of the Universe. If you get it secondhand, as a ritual or tradition, it is as unreal and unsatisfying as a mirage of water to a lost wanderer in the desert. My Father’s House. My Mansion. No go-betweens. No alien, collecting tribute. My Home. My Father.

But after all it is a dark saying. What does it mean? It promises so much! A mansion! Comfort. Security. Beauty. Abundance. A rich and wonderful life. Is it only a dream? The vision of a Man who never had a home on earth? A Man who uttered the most pathetic cry of human loneliness that ever came from human lips--“The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.” Did he, in the solitude of the wilderness where he was wont to dream and to think, and out of the hardness and uncertainty of his economic lot, conceive this phrase and this figure of peace [41] and safety as an other-world hope for the disinherited multitudes of the earth? It is a dark saying. But may it not be filled with Light if we tear away the symbolic wrapping and free the imprisoned splendor of its hidden meaning?

It is inconceivable to me that a man of such transcendent genius as Jesus, a world thinker, lover of mankind, could intend such a cheap effect as to intimate the promise of sumptuous fare and a palatial home in another world, another life, as compensation for poverty and misery on earth. The message either has a meaning for us here and now, or it is trash. Indeed its larger significance, its relation to Cosmic Realities and Eternal Life, can only arise out of its connection with our present experiences and relationship to the House in which we live today. Neither God, man nor priest can postpone life. It is always now, here.

Like all greatly condensed definitions of universal principles, this saying, “In my Father’s house are many mansions,” is capable of many interpretations, but as Scientists we are not given to the practice of trying to unravel oriental symbols.

The beauty and appeal of this poetic expression of a universal human hope is our reason for using it as the title for this lesson in [42] Divine Science. We are pragmatists. We would prefer a cottage here with assured food, shelter and raiment, to the promise of a mansion in the sky.

We condense our lesson. My Father’s House is the Cosmos, the universe of time and space, matter and energy, life and mind, form and substance--all, all, is “My Father’s House.” It is my home--as much as I can occupy, as much as I can use.

The only condition to possession, which my Father imposes on me, is that I develop a mental equivalent for everything I want. In short, I can have as much as my consciousness embraces, and my will and thought can appropriate.

There are no locks on any of my Father’s possessions. The only bar to my progress is ignorance, mental indolence, self-imposed limitation.

He gives me the freedom of the Pleiades and appoints Orion as my instructor. Astronomy reveals the unimaginable vastness of my Home. Chemistry unlocks the hidden wonders of its inexhaustible resources. Mathematics and physics show me how to fly; how to harness untold forces to do my bidding; how to manage a million slaves of non-sentient energy that [43] never tire, never talk back, and always do as they are told.

I can play with lightning, hurl thunderbolts through space for my amusement or instruction. I can throw my voice and my image through thousands of miles of space, and I am planning to talk to beings like myself who dwell in the distant realms of space on other globes like the earth.

I can evoke the wisdom of the past, commune with Masters of transcendant power like Jesus and Socrates and Buddha. My Father’s House! Wonderful, majestic, mysterious Home.

I chart my course for a million years and shall then be only at the beginning of my Father’s Infinite Domain. I have within me the potential of infinity--in experience, in life, in mental and spiritual unfoldment.

I am a god, endowed with the powers of a god. I can now look through what in my childhood I thought was solid steel, as I look through a pane of glass. I can investigate what lies behind the surface.

Law is my servant. Energy waits for me to command it. My Father! Wonderful, mighty, infinitely wise Father. Mansions, mansions without number.

[44] I live in one now. I look out of its windows toward the Eternal Mountains and the snow-capped peaks of earth. I watch the stars as they move in glorious procession across the Dome of my Temple, my Father’s House. I sense the fragrance of the dawn and listen to the melody of birds, free in my Father’s House.

There is nothing to fear in my Father’s House. The infinite wisdom and intelligence of my Father has seen to that. When I was a child I was afraid of the dark. Now I know it is beautiful, and that it is as necessary as the day. My Father’s Love has arranged it--the great silence of night when my soul is free to commune with the Masters and sit at their feet that I may learn about My Father’s House and its laws, principles and resources.

My faith, my hope, my reason, all tell me that there is another House besides the physical universe of my Father and the body which shelters my spirit. The Life and Intelligence that creates and is omnipresent in the cosmos, building silently and without hands the substance and energy of matter into forms and systems of supernal beauty, is not confined to the material forms of nature any more than I am obliged to live cooped up in a dwelling or hotel room all my days.

[45] In addition to the physical body, I have an invisible spiritual body, “eternal in the heavens,” the immortal, imperishable and “more glorious body” which survives the changes and final disintegration of my temporal “mansion.”

“The heavens shall wax old like a garment and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up and they shall be changed, but thou art the same and thy years shall not fail.” This statement of David about the physical universe is scientifically true, and it is true of the microcosmic universe which shelters my soul during its earth life. It shall wax old and like an outworn garment be laid aside, but my invisible spiritual body shall be unchanged in the process and “my years shall not fail.”

It is this eternal rhythm of the universe, this ceaseless change from mansion to mansion, that makes the music of life, the glory of our unfolding destiny. To remain forever in one mansion, however beautiful, would at last engulf the soul in despair. Our Father has arranged in perfect wisdom for eternal change as the law of eternal life, and we pass from glory to glory upon an ascending spiral of evolution to heights beyond our present power to see or understand.

THE INFINITE MOTHER

Salutation to The Mother

“Infinite Mother of Life, serene in your Eternal Beauty, out of your Infinite Womb of Time proceedeth all things, and you mother them in the Measureless Reaches of Space, and, in your Mighty Arms of Love, you hold them safe...In Beauty’s Name and Love’s, Amen.”

[47] “I am the true vine and my Father is the husbandman.”--Jesus

We are learning a new tongue. The language of religious thought has a tendency to remain fixed. Its idioms and terminology do not change from generation to generation, for the simple reason that the Church, guarding the sacred lore and the traditions and rituals of religion as something perfect and complete, sees to it that children are taught from baby-hood to accept the catechism and terms of theology as inspired truth.

Jesus taught a new language of religious thought. Even his immediate disciples found it hard to accept the new idioms and thought forms. We are facing the same difficulty today. We acknowledge the logic of Science and approve intellectually the findings of scientific spiritual research. But it is hard for the majority of us to get the feeling of reality and living truth which the new tongue seeks to convey. It takes time to learn a foreign language. It takes time to learn the new scientific language of religion.

Christian theology has no word for the [48] Universal Mother-Principle. The reason is obvious. The presence of a personal Mother-God in the trinity would have brought in complications of relationship very difficult to explain. So the Holy Ghost was invented as a substitute for the Universal Mother. No two theologians agree on the meaning of the Holy Ghost. The word ghost is defined as a disembodied spirit. Holy means “pure; morally excellent; highest spiritual purity.” Thus Holy Ghost means a spirit that is pure. But there is nothing in the term to signify universality. It does not signify whether the entity is male or female. The other two members of the trinity are both male--Father and Son. They are both persons, the Son having incarnated in human form to exhibit the personal nature.

In Divine Science, we accept the three factors in the creative process that are fundamental and present in all phases of creation now: The Father--masculine principle of will, choice, decision, positive action. The Mother--feminine principle of receptivity, love, creative response, subjective life force. The Son--the manifestation of life in form, the personal offspring of the impersonal Father-Mother God.

Jesus used the vine as a figure to define the intimate relationship between the Father-Mother-Son, [49] in the creative process. The vine is the mother of the branches, and thus the cause of the fruit. “As the branch cannot bear fruit except it abide in the vine, no more can you except you abide in me.” The vine as a symbol is universal. Its characteristics are the same everywhere. We must examine that rather than the words Jesus used, for they have been translated from Aramaic into Greek; from Greek into Latin; from Latin into English. The words originally used have lost much of their meaning. Only the figure remains intact--the vine, the life in it, the branches, the fruit, the fate of barren branches, the physical form of the vine.

Consider the subjective factor in the vine. It is life-force. It is the same life-force that lifts up the form of a tree or a stalk of corn. It is universal. But here in this vine, it is no longer universal, any more than it is in the tree or corn. It is identified, individualized--a vine.

What makes it a vine? Surely the idea, the mental concept of [a] vine. Whence did it originate? In the Mind of the Father--the Universal Thinker, the masculine principle of will and choice. How did the idea become embodied in the vine as an objective reality? By the union of the idea with the subjective or [50] female principle of universal life. Thus the germinal idea of form unites with the germinating principle of life to form the vital center which expands by the law of growth to fill the subjective pattern with objective substance--personality. I Am is the “true vine”--the actual formative principle. The vine itself is external evidence of the true or living vine. The branches are dependent upon this inner life of the vine and cannot exist apart from it.

If we carry the metaphor into the human plant we find the same law operating. The life of the body is soul, the subjective principle. The consciousness of the body is spirit, the self or I am. The body is the result of the union of the idea of the self and the germinating principle of soul, developed from a vital center to organize objective substance to fill the mental pattern of the self. The fruit of this union is experience. No experience is possible, except as the result of the union of the husbandman (Father) and the True Vine (Mother) which furnishes the intelligence and life of which consciousness is the offspring (son).

If you will draw the following diagram and consider it as the symbol of the three-fold action of the creative process, you will have a [51] clear conception of what we mean by the Father-Mother-Son.

Draw a circle three inches in diameter. Draw within it two interlaced equilateral triangles. Let the base of the one with ascending angles touch the circle at two points below, and its apex the point directly above center in the circle. Reverse the process with the other triangle inverted. [This symbol was later modified by the author. Click here to view.] Let the space above the base of the inverted triangle represent Spirit, the Creative impulse, Will, Choice--the Father. Let the space below the base of the triangle with ascending angles, represent the Principle of Subjectivity, Soul, the Receptive Substance, the undifferentiated world of matter--subjective Mind--the Mother. One of the angles descending into this Subjective World represents the Life and Intelligence Impulse. The other--Idea, Image, Word. These unite in the Universal Subjective Principle with the substance of Form, and organize a body corresponding to the nature of the Idea. This body is the external aspect of the Idea-form, and grows, or evolves, toward the perfect Ideal in the Father Mind. Involution is the descent of the Word or Image into the matter level. Evolution is the ascent of this image, through changing forms, to express the more perfect Ideal of the Father. This is the Son acting as [52] individual being. The Son, as Principle, is the Father’s Word or idea of Man. The individual is the movement of that idea through the world of Law, Force, Time, Space, Matter, on its path of evolution through experience, toward the divine Idea in the mind of the Father.

The Idea came forth from the Father, was acted upon by the Life-Principle in the Mother, and emerged as the son--man. This process is true throughout nature. The sower, the soil, the seed. The spirit, (conscious mind); the soul, (subjective mind); the body, result of the creative action of soul and self. Or, to carry the figure into the individual experience where the universal law is re-enacted in terms of the son’s creative power: You think, and the idea falls into your subjective mind, there to unite with the mother principle of creation. It then comes forth in terms of objective experience. You plan a house with your spirit (conscious mind). You choose the type, decide upon location and other details. Creative Mind in you acts to bring it forth on the objective plane.

Man re-enacts the creative process. He is re-presentation of the Father-Mother-Son. Because the Universal Mother is Principle, and responds as Law, man can use the Law as [53] the Agent of his own individual consciousness. In short he is himself a creator by the power of his word acting in unity with the creative mind in himself. We should have faith in the Universal Mother whose care is Omnipresent Love; whose function is to bring forth life, form, being. The subjective mind of the individual is the Universal Mother manifest as person. The conscious mind is the Universal Father--the power of will and choice. We reap what we sow. We get what we ask. This is the Law.
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